
A Celebration of 
Healing and Wholeness at a 
Service of Holy Communion

The almighty Lord,
who is a strong tower for all
who put their trust in him,
whom all things in heaven,

on earth, and under the earth obey,
be now and evermore your defence.

May you believe and trust
that the only name under heaven

given for health and salvation
is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.





¶  The Gathering 

A hymn may be sung.

The Greeting

In the name of Christ, we welcome you. 
We have been called out of darkness into God’s marvellous light. 
Grace and peace be with you
and also with you.

The love of God has been poured into our hearts, 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us: 
we dwell in him and he lives in us.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name: 
make known his deeds among the peoples.

Sing to God, sing praises to his name:
and speak of all his marvellous works.

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty:
who was and is and is to come.

The Collect
Heavenly Father, 
you anointed your Son Jesus Christ 
with the Holy Spirit and with power 
to bring to us the blessings of your kingdom. 
Anoint your Church with the same Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in his suffering and victory 
may bear witness to the gospel of salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.



¶  The Liturgy of the Word

If this celebration takes place on a Sunday or Principal Festival the 
readings of the day are normally used. For other occasions Isaiah 
55.1–3, 10–11, Colossians 3.14–17 and John 6.47–51 or other suitable 
readings might be used.

Either one or two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading.
At the end of each the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

When the Gospel is announced, the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

¶  Prayer and Penitence

Prayers of Intercession are offered, which might be followed with

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies look with compassion  
     upon us and all who turn to you for help; 
for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin 
and be faithful to Christ. 
As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, 
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.

Cast your burden upon the Lord 
and he will sustain you.

In returning and rest 
you shall be saved.

In quietness and trust 
shall be your strength.

There follows a period of silent reflection and self-examination.

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

You bring pardon and peace to the sinner: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.

You bring light to those in darkness: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.



Absolution

God, the Father of mercies, 
has reconciled the world to himself 
through the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
not holding our sins against us, 
but sending his Holy Spirit 
to shed abroad his love among us. 
By the ministry of reconciliation 
entrusted by Christ to his Church, 
receive his pardon and peace 
to stand before him in his strength alone 
this day and for evermore. Amen.

A hymn may be sung.

¶  Laying on of Hands and Anointing 

Oil for anointing is brought before the president.

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who has made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord:
now and for ever. Amen.

Blessed are you, sovereign God, gentle and merciful, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
Your Word brought light out of darkness, 
and daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth.



When we turned away from you in sin, 
your anointed Son took our nature and entered our suffering 
to bring your healing to those in weakness and distress. 
He broke the power of evil and set us free from sin and death 
that we might become partakers of his glory.

His apostles anointed the sick in your name, 
bringing wholeness and joy to a broken world. 
By your grace renewed each day 
you continue the gifts of healing in your Church 
that your people may praise your name for ever. 
By the power of your Spirit may your blessing rest 
on those who are anointed with this oil in your name; 
may they be made whole in body, mind and spirit.

Hear the prayer we offer for all your people. 
Remember in your mercy those for whom we pray: 
heal the sick, raise the fallen, strengthen the fainthearted 
and enfold in your love the fearful and those who have no hope.

In the fullness of time complete your gracious work. 
Reconcile all things in Christ and make them new, 
that we may be restored in your image, renewed in your love, 
and serve you as sons and daughters in your kingdom.

Through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
we lift our voices of thanks and praise: 
Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation, 
now and for ever. Amen.



The laying on of hands is administered, using these or other suitable words

In the name of God and trusting in his might alone, 
receive Christ’s healing touch to make you whole.

May Christ bring you wholeness 
of body, mind and spirit, 
deliver you from every evil, 
and give you his peace. 
Amen.

Anointing may be administered. The minister says

N, I anoint you in the name of God who gives you life. 
Receive Christ’s forgiveness, his healing and his love.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
grant you the riches of his grace, 
his wholeness and his peace. 
Amen.

After the laying on of hands and anointing, the president says

The almighty Lord, 
who is a strong tower for all who put their trust in him, 
whom all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth obey, 
be now and evermore your defence.
May you believe and trust that the only name under heaven 
given for health and salvation 
is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Peace

The president introduces the Peace, saying

Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

A hymn may be sung.

Blessed are you Lord, God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to share, 
which earth has given and human hands have made.  
It will become for us the Bread of Life.
Blessed be God for ever.
  

Blessed are you Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to share, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.



The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord God, 
our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever.

From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,
the crown of all creation.

You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels
and all the powers of heaven
we may find a voice to sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled
your love remained steadfast.



From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,
to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.

He offered his life for sinners,
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.

On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Father, we plead with confidence
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you  
these gifts of your creation;  
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.



As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ,
and build us into a living temple to your glory.

[Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace ...]

Bring us at the last with [N and] all the saints
to the vision of that eternal splendour
for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei may be used as the bread is broken

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion.



Prayer after Communion

A Post Communion or another suitable prayer may be said, followed by

We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples.
Amen.

¶  The Dismissal 

A hymn may be sung.

The president may use the seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing 

or

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

A minister says

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The ministers and people depart.

Material from Common Worship: Pastoral Services included here is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2004. 
Material from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England included here is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 






