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 The Third Sunday before Advent / Remembrance Sunday

Matthew 25.1-13
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids
25 ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
Other Readings: Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16  
Canticle: Wisdom of Solomon 6.17-20
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18

Homily

Confronting the Aggressor
On this Remembrance Sunday we reflect on the explosion of war in Israel – Palestine. It is a painful reminder that peace in the Middle East cannot be sustained for long. It seems as elusive as ever.
The Hamas terrorist attack from Gaza into Israel in October shocked the world. No-one seemed prepared. Israel has vowed to take back the West Bank once and for all and to secure its borders.
The scenes we see on television are simply appalling in their cruelty and destruction. Rocket attacks and ground assaults, hostage taking and assassination. Indiscriminate civilian suffering for both Israelis and Palestinians and a humanitarian disaster.
Political leaders around the world have scrambled to support Israel, whilst attempting to bring about a truce with Hamas and get peace talks going.
The religious and political enmity between Jews and Muslims has flared up regularly over the past seventy years. The so-called Two State solution for Israel- Palestine has not succeeded. Meanwhile, the tiny Palestinian Christian minority, diminished by years of emigration, is lost in the mayhem.
Elsewhere, the war in Ukraine, and conflicts across the world, are reminders that terrorists and aggressors must be confronted in world politics, as in the school playground. Unbridled nationalism and genocide must not be allowed to prevail. We need to keep awake, for we don’t know the day or the hour.
Tolerance, practical problem-solving and mutual well being are to be preferred. The Golden Rule that Jesus spoke of, that we should do as we would wish to be done by, promotes civility and kindness. It is the glue, the behaviour of what holds us all together, enriching life. But when it is broken our responsibility is to challenge aggressors.
On the world stage, in conflicts and troubled places this is where our Armed Forces come in. As defenders of the weak and persecuted, humanitarian aid and as peacemakers. In Britain there is huge respect for what they do, and we remain diligent and proud in their service on our behalf.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the bishops in our diocese recounts that during World War 2 his father served in the Volunteer Reserve with RAF Signals in Iraq, in Basra and Mosul, places we have heard of. Places where again this century, war and persecution has been perpetrated in communities and minorities in the Middle East. Each Remembrance Sunday, the bishop caries his father’s war service Bible, inscribed by the RAF Chaplain. Tucked inside at Psalm 23 is a photograph of him in uniform. 
Therefore, we remember with respect and gratitude all those who have fought and died in previous conflicts. Support for the British Legion and Help for Heroes reaches new generations. Each year’s Poppy Appeal raises millions of pounds, providing much needed financial support to ex-servicemen and women as well as funding specialist support – medical and social care, housing, and employment. 
We wear our poppy with pride, remembering lest we forget. Today, once again we honour the sacrifices of those who have served in the Armed Forces down the years, all those we love but see no longer. And those ‘Known unto God’, a phrase coined from Rudyard Kipling and inscribed on un-named war graves. 
As we pray for all those caught up in the conflict in Israel – Palestine, in Ukraine and elsewhere, our prayer is to rekindle our determination to work for the freedom, justice and peace of the commonwealth of humanity in our day.

Conversation Questions
1. What does Remembrance Sunday mean for you?
2. Is war ever justified?
3. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
4. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you. 

Collect of the day

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
(or)
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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