[image: DoL_Logo_CMYK300]Sunday 19th November 2023    The Second Sunday before Advent

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 25.14-30
The Parable of the Talents
14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Other Readings: Zephaniah 1.7,12-18
Psalm 90.1-8[9-11]12
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11  

Homily
Once upon a time, said Jesus, a man doled out huge sums of money to his slaves. We can think of a talent as a million pounds; so he gave ten million pounds, five million pounds and one million pound to three people and then left.  When he returned, he wanted to know what they had done with it.

He was pleased with the first two, who had doubled their money, and angry with the third one who just wanted to return his million pounds.

With all the stories that Jesus told, there is more than one way of understanding it – different things strike different people at different times. Jesus’ parables are meant to making us think and ask questions.

We could think about the gifts that God has given us, starting with the gift of life itself. We could add our upbringing, education, health and the particular abilities we have which we have used in our lives. 

God has given me these to use for good. When, he asks me for an account of my life I hope he will judge that I have used them well and that I have given him a good return on his investment.

Doing nothing wrong is not the same as doing something good. It is better not to go around causing harm, but not behaving badly doesn’t make us good.

The symbolism of light and darkness is used throughout the baptism service. When someone has been baptised, they are given a candle with the words, “You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life.” To which everyone replies, “Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.”

Darkness is not a thing; it is the absence of something. It would be odd to walk into a dark room and say “I haven’t done anything to make it darker in here,” rather than to feel for the switch to turn on the light.

When we turn on the light we can move around safely, we can see where we are going and we can get on with things.

Sometimes doing good starts with pressing the light switch. We plan our time, we plan our giving, we set our priorities and develop habits that will make life a bit better.

Our parents, grandparents and others set us good examples. When we learn from them and do the same, the light spreads.

Sometimes doing the right thing is harder. Holding a candle indoors is fine. But we know that if we take it outside and it is windy then we need to shield and protect it to keep it alight.

Many of us – even some of us who have lived a long time – lack confidence in the gifts God has given us. We want to do good, but we are held back by our fears. 

We fear failure. We fear looking stupid. We fear what other people will say about us.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]What if we accept and even embrace humiliation as part of life? If I look a fool in other people’s eyes, can I smile, tell myself it’s OK, and console myself by remembering that I learn more when things go wrong than when they go right?

That may not be what you fear – it may be something different that holds you back: a different wind to blow your candle out. 

So what do we do? How do we find the courage to face the fear and do it anyway?

Confidence and faith have the same basic root. They are about belief and trust. Believing and trusting in God leads to believing and trusting in ourselves. Being confident doesn’t mean thinking that nothing can ever go wrong, but that, whatever happens, with God's loving support, we will cope. 

Jesus told a story about three people who were entrusted with very many talents. So have we. Let us make sure that we produce a good return for God.

Conversation Questions
1. What are the talents of the other people with you in church today?
2. What holds you back from doing what you have the talent for?
3. Is there anything else from the passage not already discussed that speaks to you? What is it?
4. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you. 

Collect of the day

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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