Leaving a Legacy for St Peter’s
Have you ever thought about the word ‘legacy’?  At its widest, this is about the lasting effect that a person has had on this world. It is not simply about those gifts we might make in our wills after death, but doing so can be an excellent way of reinforcing concerns, and supporting causes close to our hearts.
As Christians we try to live our lives in a way that follows Jesus. We try to share something of His love with others, and we also do what we can to influence the world for better as we see it. We do as much as we can when we can. 
And we regard all our wealth and possessions as being on loan from God. It is part of God’s plan that we should enjoy them now, that is His bounty in creation, as well as being as generous to others as we can. In terms of financial giving this may be limited by our income and our various responsibilities. 
Most of us will end our lives with resources of various kinds. We may still have family responsibilities, but we may also be able to use a proportion of our wealth in a way we cannot while we are alive – and to very good effect. A legacy also allows us as Christians to make a final ‘thank you’ to God for all that He has given us during this life, above all in Jesus Christ.
There are many areas of Christian life and mission that would benefit from a gift in your will. You might want to give more widely for mission through one of the many mission or development agencies, either national or international you currently support. We would ask you to consider St Peter’s as you plan. 
We only have this building, and the ministry we are able to carry out, because of the generous giving and legacies of those in the past. The hugely useful Louise Smith Rooms (in what was the North Aisle) and the recent legacy for ministry in Carlton are just two examples. Smaller legacies are equally as valuable and help us develop new areas of work. 

One example from the Bible of giving for the future is how, in his old age, King David organised a huge collection to fund the building of the new temple by the next generation - “Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you have already given us! We are here for only a moment, visitors and strangers in the land as our ancestors were before us. Our days on earth are like a shadow, gone so soon without a trace. O Lord our God, even these materials that we have gathered to build a temple to honour your holy name come from you! It all belongs to you!” (1 Chron 29:14-16).

Paul had something very apt to say - “…. true religion with contentment is great wealth. After all, we didn't bring anything with us when we came into the world, and we certainly cannot carry anything with us when we die.” (1 Tim 6:6).

Regular Christian giving is important, as much as our response to God’s amazing generosity to us, as simply to pay the bills. It’s part of our walk of faith. Making decisions about what will happen to our money and possessions after our deaths is also an important part of our discipleship - making appropriate provision for our families and loved ones, choosing how to express our thanks to God, and expressing generosity by supporting the causes and concerns that are important to us. 

If you haven’t already made a Will then perhaps this is the time to do so. If you have, does it still reflect your wishes? For most people, making a Will needn’t be difficult or expensive and it is far better to have one than not. So, the Church of England is offering a free on-line will writing service through ‘Farewill’ to make it easy, safe, legal and quick.  There is no obligation to leave a gift to the church.
See https://farewill.com/cofe, using the code ‘COFE’
Thank you 
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